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of the East Indian Nabobs of the last century, whose
pompous display of wealth, suspected to have been
acquired by dubious practices, was an offence and a
scandal to the quiet English country gentleman, and>
indeed, to all who did not contrive slyly to make a
profit out of ther'Nabob's money. The Nabob himself
was usually shy and awkward, and almost always
irritable and irascible, and remarkable for his peculiar
social manners; so that it came to pass, that a general
idea prevailed that the picture presented by the Nabob
in England was but a reflection and reproduction of
the social manners which he had acquired during his
sojourn in the distant East. How far this feeling was
correct it is not our present purpose to inquire. The
race of Nabobs has come to an end. The pagoda-tree
of fabulous memory no longer bears its golden fruit.
An enormous change has come over the habits and
manners of those Englishmen who now practically
colonise India. For though colonisation is usually
spoken of in a different sense, the British inhabitants
of India are virtually a colony. The individual
colonists may change, but as fast as one man goes
another steps into his place; and thus it comes to pass
that over the whole length and breadth of India there
is now a large and continually growing colony of
English, families, who endeavour to maintain their old
home feelings and to^keep all those old surroundings
which remind them of the land of their birth, to which
they all hope in due course to return. They treasure